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  “Alis grave nil”
St.Michaels Village Community Group  
www.stmichaelsvillage.com
Minutes of Meeting held  on

        Monday 24th  February 2014  at London Beach at 7.30 p.m.
Present: Ken Mulholland, Trevor Bingham, Lorna Mulholland, Jean Curteis, David Curteis, Brenda Walker,  Mike Stephens, Jo Vos,  Barbara Misselbrook, Sandra Sutters, John Link, Parveen Goyal, Rosemary Dayborn.
Apologies:, Rob Solly, Rosie Dewdney, James Entwistle, Liz Entwistle, Vic Cole, Priyanka Goyal  Mike Dewdney, Eileen Harrop,   
Previous Minutes and Matters Arising
Nothing new known regarding the St Michaels toilets although TTC has had a meeting about them.  Ken to speak to St Michaels councillors, Alan Sugden and Pam Smith, to find out  what if anything is happening.  All other matters arising are covered in the agenda. The minutes were agreed and signed. 

Finances
The treasurer is off skiing!!  Report given to Ken shows £200 received from sales of St Michaels memories and an invoice of £45 to be paid, otherwise bank balances are the same as last month – Current account: £2172.11   Deposit account: £2002.64

Projects

· Plaque on the Rec Suggestion made that the commemorative plaque to Mary Mason, who donated the recreation ground land to the people of St Michaels, could be fixed as an underplate to the Tenterden Town Council noticeboard.  Jean to send a letter to the Deputy Town Clerk asking if this is something we could do.  Wording to be agreed with the council.
· Tug of war  A bi-annual Tug of War competition to alternate with Fun Day needs someone to project manage it.  Rob, Mike D and Jamie, in your absence wondered if you might like to do this. Please confirm to Ken that you can do this.  A competition standard rope would have to be bought.
· Christmas switch on 2014  The date agreed for this year is Sunday 30th  November.  Decision was taken that for future years the date should always be the first Sunday in Advent.  St Michaels celebrations to be kept small and traditional. Letter to Tuesday Group of Singers to ask if they could come and sing carols – Jean to do.  As the storms finally put paid to our tree, a new one is needed.  Sandra to find out cost of artificial tree.  Rob, Sandra will need contact details of person who put lights on the tree last time so she can arrange same to new tree.  There should be an invoice giving this information.  It would be nice to have a new plaque giving the names of the original donors for the tree and to place it in a more prominent position.  Trevor to find out cost.
· St Mikes Bites This to be a non-politcal newsletter delivered to all properties in St Michaels twice a year.  One in Spring giving details of Fun Day or Tug of War competition if we have one, and the Winter one to have the Switch on and Church service details. Other content is to have information about groups and clubs operating in the village, and news and events.  A letter to be sent to all known groups and clubs including the church, school and pre-school.  Trevor to create standard letter.  Anyone who has contact details for any group please let Rosemary know.
· Website  There was a proposal to have a St Michaels Business register. Trevor to consult with Liz regarding list of local businesses to be added to website.

Update from Eileen
As Eileen was unable to attend this months meeting, she sent in an e.mail with items she wished to raise. Copied here; 
· Cllr John Link's imminent inauguration as Mayor of Ashford and his kind invitation to me to serve as his Chaplain: We meet with ABC in a couple of week's time to firm up the details, including the inauguration service here in St Michael's Church. The date is sometime in early June and we'll provide the date/time as soon as this is confirmed. If there is a date we should avoid because of any set Community Group events, please do let me know.

· Credit union exploratory meeting: The churches of Tenterden Benefice have invited Chris Hunt of Kent Savers to find out how we might go about setting up a Credit Union in this locality. The meeting will be at Tenterden Town Hall on Thursday 27th March at 7pm. We would be glad to have one or 2 members from the community group to help us consider this possibility. We recognise that there are people in St Michaels for whom the present financial situation is worrying or already a concern. Following the lead from Archbishop Justin Welby, the churches in our diocese are exploring how we can help.

· Concerts in St Michael's Church: we would be delighted to open the church for community events including concerts. I personally wonder if the group might be interested in a joint variety/music hall concert in the near future starring members of our community and church with fundraising for any charities of our mutual choice (e.g. could be the Village Hall or any local need). There would be small costs simply to defray cost of utilities.

· Lastly, as always, I'd be grateful to hear of anyone who would welcome my visit even just for the opportunity of 'good company' for someone who's housebound, ill, or temporarily recovering from surgery etc or even a young parent who'd welcome a change from being many hours alone with small children.

AOB
Firstly congratulations from us all, to Councillor John Link on his future 'promotion' to Mayor of Ashford.

Barbara – Annual General meeting of Tenterden Twinning Association on Friday 14th March at 7.30 p.m in the Town Hall. All invited.

Sandra - Dates for your diaries for Sandra's Charity Events.

22 March
An evening 'do' for leukemia research with a Rod Stewart tribute act. Any profits from the raffle to be for St Michaels Community Group.

13th April
Sunday Lunch with Military Wives

5th July

Robbie Williams Tribute Night.  Evening dinner & raffle in aid of Community Group.  Please advertise and support.



Details from London Beach or Sandra.

Ken/Trevor – Can we change the sign on the A28 coming into St Michaels from Ashford.  Currently drivers would think they are entering Tenterden first and St Michaels later.   Peope to contact are Kent County Council Highways Department.  Trevor has already created a picture of what sign would look like.  This to be changed to have Kent Horse on,  with St Michaels logo on lower piece.  Mike S. to follow this up with the dept. Ken to contact Mike Hill.  Ken will also take a photograph of the Smallhythe sign to show as a precedent.

Next Meeting : Monday 24th March at London Beach. 7.30pm . All welcome.

